






























146 Probabilistic IR system

number of documents 
number of terms 
average indexing

1758
3122

8 terms per document

This is of course rather a small sample, but adequate for purposes of illustration. 
The terms were derived from title and keyword lists. When the data were set up for 
use by CUPID they were not fully edited or complete, which explains the occasional 
spelling slips and absence of keyword lists in some of the example records below.

The first example illustrates the use of strategy (5.1). The user is interested in 
finding guides to the use of zoological and botanical nomenclature in identifying 
and naming biological specimens. He therefore inputs the query

The command QUERY sets up a query, Q, with four stemmed terms as follows:

Command DQ is now applied, and then PDOCS 2, which retrieves as the two top 
. ranking documents:

761 Doc MDA 510.
Hancock, E. G. and Morgan, P. J. (eds.). 1980. A survay of zoological 
and botanical material in museums and other institutions in Great 
Britain. Biology Curators Group Report No. 1.: Biology Curators 
Group.

876 Doc MDA 2311.
International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature. 1964. 
International Code of Zoological Nomenclature adopted by the XV 
International Congress of Zoology. London: International Trust for 
Zoological Nomenclature.

keywords: ICZN, nomenclature, taxonomy, zoology, classified 
identification.

Of these, document 876 is judged relevant, and 761 non-relevant. PDOCS 2 again 
gives the next two documents:

804 Doc MDA 2298.
Heywood, V. H. (ed.). 1968. Modern method in plant taxonomy. 
Botanical Society of the British Isles. Conference Report No. 10.
London: Academic Press, (see Brennan, McNeill and Stearn).

keywords: biology, taxonomy, nomenclature.

667 Doc MDA 2269.

Guides to zoological and botanical nomenclature

333: botan 
1161: guid 
1861: nomenclatur 
2906: zoolog






















