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OVERVIEW 
 

The University of Delaware, the flagship university of the state of Delaware, is a land-, sea-, 
and space-grant research institution with about 20,000 students, 1,200 faculty, and 43 
doctoral programs.  Founded in 1743, it is publicly chartered but privately funded, with an 
endowment of over $1 billion.  Its original class produced three signers of the Declaration 
of Independence.  Famous alumni include Joe and Jill Biden (Vice President of the US and 
his wife, respectively), Chris Christie (Governor of New Jersey); UD is also home to Nobel 
prize winners Daniel Nathans (Medicine and Physiology, 1978) and Richard Heck 
(Chemistry, 2010). !

UD is located in Newark (pronounced “New Ark”), a college town in northern Delaware.  Newark is a town about 
the same size as Northampton, Massachusetts (site of ICTIR 2015), with a similar variety of restaurants, bars, 
boutique shopping, and attractions.  Newark and UD are close to Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington D.C., and 
New York City; any of those four cities can be reached in two hours or less by train. !
Delaware, known as “the first state” for being the first to ratify the 
U.S. Constitution, is on the east coast of the U.S., bordering New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Maryland.  In late September, the 
weather is mild (mid 70s F, low 20s C) and generally sunny.  
Delaware is the second-smallest state by area, and (to the best of 
our knowledge) has never hosted an ACM conference.  It is also 
famous for its tax-free shopping. !!
PROGRAM !
As with recent ICTIRs, the scientific program will consist of a single track divided into themed sessions over three 
days.  There will be a poster session during one day, during which all accepted papers will have space for a poster.  
We plan to have tutorials the day before the main conference and workshops the day after, with between four and 
eight offerings of each. 

!
!
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Organizing Committee 
Ben Carterette and Hui Fang will serve as General Co-Chairs for the conference.  Carterette was previously 
General Co-Chair for WSDM 2014 in Manhattan.  Both will be Associate Professors with tenure at the time of the 
conference. 

Local arrangements will be handled by two senior UD graduate students working with the General Chairs and UD’s 
Conference Services group, which provides A/V, catering, and general event planning. 

!
VENUE 

The conference will be held at the John M. Clayton Hall Conference Center on the University of Delaware’s main 
campus (pictured above).  Clayton Hall has a 7,200 square ft lobby, two auditoriums, four large rooms, and seven 
smaller classrooms.  Three of the rooms can accommodate 200 attendees comfortably, with more room available 
if needed.  The classrooms can accommodate tutorials or workshops with up to 40 attendees each.  The lobby 
has more than enough space for receptions, breaks, a poster session, and exhibitors.  
 

Banquet 
With sufficient funds, the conference banquet will be held at Longwood Gardens 
in nearby Kennett Square, Pennsylvania.  Longwood Gardens consists of over 
1,000 acres of indoor and outdoor gardens with over 11,000 different species of 
plants and trees.  Attendees would have freedom to explore the entire grounds 
during the banquet. !

If costs need to be reduced, the banquet could also be held at the Conference Center, with catering provided by 
UD’s Conference Services group, or at a local Newark restaurant such as Deerfield Grill or La Casa Pasta, both of 
which would be similar in cost to a banquet at the Conference Center. 
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Accommodations 
Guests will stay at the Marriott Courtyard Newark at the University of 
Delaware, conveniently located right next door to the conference center.  
The hotel has 126 guest rooms, free wi-fi, and is within easy walking 
distance of Newark’s Main Street, home to many restaurants, bars, and 
shopping establishments.  Current rates are $159/night, with discounts 
available for conference groups. !
If the conference were to move to mid-August, dorms very close to the conference venue could be available for a 
cheaper rate for students ($40/night for a single room; $56/night for a double).  Otherwise, cheaper 
accommodations (starting from $59/night) are available south of campus but will require a 10-15 minute bus ride 
to the conference venue. 
 !
TRAVEL !
The University of Delaware is a 45-minute drive from 
Philadelphia International Airport or a 75-minute drive 
from Baltimore-Washington International Airport.  
Transportation options from PHL include Septa (a 
commuter train; about $6/person), Delaware Express (a 
shuttle service; about $45 for one person), or cab. 

PHL is a major international airport with direct flights to 
Amsterdam, Athens, Barcelona, Brussels, Doha, 
Glasgow, London, Madrid, Munich, Paris, Rome, Tel Aviv, 
Venice, and Zurich (among many others). 

The University is also easily accessible by Amtrak, with New 
York City and Washington D.C. less than two hours away by 
train.  The Courtyard Newark offers complimentary shuttle 
service to and from the Newark Amtrak station. 

!



DRAFT BUDGET 1:  LOW SPONSORSHIP, LOW FEES !
This is a conservative budget assuming low external sponsorship and low registration fees.  The banquet would be 
held at the conference venue or in a nearby Newark restaurant (costs are similar in either case).  Estimates are 
based on costs as of September 2014, when available, or on costs from recent conferences (WSDM 2014 in 
particular).  Food & beverage costs include 21% service charge. !

With this budget, early registration fees could be as low as $350 for ACM members and $150 for students, 
including one half-day tutorial or workshop, with second added at $100 for ACM members and $50 for students.  

Description Days Qnty (lo) Qnty (hi) PPU Cost (lo) Cost (hi)

Lobby rental (tutorials + main conference) 5 1 1 $	 300       $	 1,500    $	 1,500    

Auditorium rental (main conference) 3 1 1 $	 1,200    $	 3,600    $	 3,600    

Classroom rental (tutorials) 2 2 4 $	 300       $	 1,200    $	 2,400    

A/V package including technician 5 1 1 $	 1,200    $	 6,000    $	 6,000    

Programs/bags/goodies 1 100 200 $	 10         $	 1,000    $	 2,000    

Food & beverage (main conference)

      AM breaks 3 100 200 $	 12         $	 3,600    $	 7,200    

      PM breaks 3 100 200 $	 12         $	 3,600    $	 7,200    

      Welcome reception 1 80 160 $	 70         $	 5,600    $	 11,200  

      Poster reception 1 100 200 $	 25         $	 2,500    $	 5,000    

      Business lunch 1 100 200 $	 25         $	 2,500    $	 5,000    

Food & beverage (workshops & tutorials)

      AM break 2 30 60 $	 12         $	 720       $	 1,440    

      PM break 2 30 60 $	 12         $	 720       $	 1,440    

Banquet at Newark restaurant

      Room rental 1 1 1 $	 800       $	 800       $	 800       

      Sit-down dinner (with alcohol service) 1 100 200 $	 50         $	 5,000    $	 10,000  

Contingency (estimated at 15% of subtotal)	  $	 5,751    $	 9,717    

Total  $	 44,091  $	 74,497  



DRAFT BUDGET 2:  HIGH SPONSORSHIP !
This budget includes the banquet at Longwood Gardens.  It will be possible with external sponsorship of $10,000 
to $20,000 and higher registration fees of $400 for ACM members and $200 for students. !

Note:  the poster session could include a box lunch at $25/person, hors d’oeuvres service at $20-$25/person, or 
a full reception with hors d’oeuvres and alcohol service for $70/person.  These budgets both include the first 
option.  Final decisions on this and other costs would be based on the state of the budget nearer the conference. 

Description Days Qnty (lo) Qnty (hi) PPU Cost (lo) Cost (hi)

Lobby rental (tutorials + main conference) 5 1 1 $	 300       $	 1,500    $	 1,500    

Auditorium rental (main conference) 3 1 1 $	 1,200    $	 3,600    $	 3,600    

Classroom rental (tutorials) 2 2 4 $	 300       $	 1,200    $	 2,400    

A/V package including technician 5 1 1 $	 1,200    $	 6,000    $	 6,000    

Programs/bags/goodies 1 100 200 $	 10         $	 1,000    $	 2,000    

Food & beverage (main conference)

      AM breaks 3 100 200 $	 12         $	 3,600    $	 7,200    

      PM breaks 3 100 200 $	 12         $	 3,600    $	 7,200    

      Poster reception 1 100 200 $	 25         $	 2,500    $	 5,000    

      Welcome reception 1 80 160 $	 70         $	 5,600    $	 11,200  

      Business lunch 1 100 200 $	 25         $	 2,500    $	 5,000    

Food & beverage (workshops & tutorials)

      AM break 2 30 60 $	 12         $	 720       $	 1,440    

      PM break 2 30 60 $	 12         $	 720       $	 1,440    

Banquet at Longwood Gardens

      Ballroom rental 1 1 1 $	 6,400    $	 6,400    $	 6,400    

      Sit-down dinner (with alcohol service) 1 100 200 $	 175       $	 17,500  $	 35,000  

      Charter bus 1 2 4 $	 868       $	 1,736    $	 3,472    

Contingency (estimated at 15% of subtotal)	  $	 8,352    $	 14,078  

Total  $	 66,528  $	112,930



!
Estimated Costs for Attendees 
For the second budget, a non-student ACM member staying at the conference venue: 

!
For the first budget, a student ACM member staying at the Newark Red Roof Inn: 

Category Days Cost per day Total

Conference registration 1 $400.00 $400.00

Travel

     Boston <-> PHL 1 $200.00 $200.00

     London <-> PHL 1 $770.00 $770.00

     Beijing <-> PHL 1 $1500.00 $1500.00

     shuttle PHL <-> UD 2 $45.00 $90.00

Conference hotel 4 $159.00 $636.00

Total from Boston: $1,326 from London: $1,896 from Beijing: $2,626

Category Days Cost per day Total

Conference registration 1 $150.00 $150.00

Travel

     Boston <-> PHL 1 $200.00 $200.00

     London <-> PHL 1 $770.00 $770.00

     Beijing <-> PHL 1 $1500.00 $1500.00

     shuttle PHL <-> UD 2 $45.00 $90.00

Red Roof Inn 4 $59.00 $236.00

Total from Boston: $676 from London: $1,245 from Beijing: $1,976


