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Preface

’

This report describes research into practical ways of
improving subject access in online catalogues. This 1is
part of a continuing programme which began in 1882 with the
original Okapi project [(1]. This i1s nmot a "final" report.
The next phase, on the use of relevance feedback, will be
published in 13988.

The work described here is concermed both with Librarian-
ship and with computing, particularly linguistic computing.
Some knowledge of onmlirme catalogues and of computing and
Library jargon 1s assumed. We refer, for example, to
*generations" of online catalogues, to "phrase" ard
"keyword-type" catalogues, subject searching and specific
(or krnown-) item searching, to headings, entries, fields
and records. The most important source tor background
material to this report 1s [1]. For online catalogues in
general, Hildreth’'s 13883 monograph [2] and his ARIST survey
[3] are recommended. The most useful work on subject
searching problems 1s Markey'’s book (4].
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