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Aims and Scope

Information Technology: Research and Development is concerned with research into, and development of the use of
technology for storing and accessing information. It will cover both theoretical and practical details of information
storage and retrieval. In doing so it will attempt to bridge the gap between researcher and practitioner. The intention
is to bring together in one‘journal papers dealing with research into the principles and methods of information
storage and retrieval, and the development of implementation of technology for effective access. The journal is
intended to cover a wide range of topics from the conceptual problems inherent in the automatic organization of
information to their resolution in new technology, and from basic theory to the embodiment of ideas in operational
systems. It will cover such topics as theories of indexing and searching models for processes and structures in
information retrieval, methodology of experimental studies and new developments in retrieval technology. It will
also publish papers on the implementation details of specific systems, new technology, computer algorithms for
information storage and retrieval, and new developments such as Viewdata, videodisk systems, word processing,
graphical displays, etc. Papers on the management of libraries or information collections, or concerning traditional

manual methods would not normally be appropriate.

Instructions to authors

Original manuscripts that fit the aims, scope and
policies of Information Technology: Research and
Development may be submitted to the Editor.

Manuscripts should be submitted in triplicate (ori-
ginal and two copies). They should be typed, double-
spaced, single-side, on International Standard Size A4
paper (or the nearest equivalent standard size in the
USA) with a left-hand margin of 40 mm.

The title of the paper together with the name(s) and
affiliation(s) of the author(s), and an abstract of
150-250 words should be given on a separate title page.
The title should be repeated on page one of the
manuscript.

All papers submitted will be refereed and must be
written to a high standard of English. If referees require
alterations to or a revision of an otherwise acceptable
manuscript the author(s) will be responsible for re-
typing the paper. Papers up to 10 000 words in length
will be accepted by the Editor but those over 5000 words
may be subject to editorial revision.

Tables and illustrations should be given on separate
sheets with their location noted in the text. Graphs and
diagrams should be drawn in black ink in a form
suitable for reproduction without retouching.

Citations in the text should be given either with the
date in parentheses:

‘... as suggested by Hawkins (1980) ..’
or with name(s) and date in parentheses:

... recently it has been shown (Manola and Hsiao,
1979) that . .

Use the form ‘(Manola et al., 1975)" when there are
more than two authors, but list all authors in the
references. Quotations of more than one line of text
- from cited works should be indented and the citation
should include the page number of the quotation, e.g.
(Heaps, 1965:56).

To aid anonymous refereeing authors should cite
their own work impersonally, e.g. ‘. . . Smith (1979) has
suggested . . ." rather than ‘1 have recently suggested
(Smith, 1979) that .. .".

Footnotes should be kept to a minimum (where they
cannot be avoided completely) and should be listed on a
separate sheet with their location in the text marked by
Arabic numerals.

References should be listed in one alphabetical
sequencing following the text in the form shown below:

(a) journal articles
(spell out journal titles completely and give issue
number when a volume is not continuously paged)
Yu, C.T. and Salton, G (1977) Effective informa-
tion retrieval using term accuracy. Communi-
cations of the ACM 20, 135-142.
(b) monographs
Heaps, H.S. (1978) Information Retrieval: Com-
putational and theoretical aspects. New York:
Academic Press.
(c) papers from conference proceedings, eic.
Hawkins, C.J.B. (1980) Developments in raw
technology. Microprocessors and Intelligence.
(L.J. Anthony, ed.) pp. 1-14. London. ASLIB.
(d) research report
Manola, F. and Hsiao, D.K. (1973) 4 model for
keyword based file structures and access. Wash-
ington D.C.: Naval Research Laboratory
(NRL Memorandum Report 2544).

Page proofs will be supplied to the senior author of a
paper but only errors in typesetting may be corrected at
this stage. No changes in content will be permitted once
the paper is set in type: consequently the author(s)
should ensure that the paper is submitted in its final
form.

The senior author will receive 20 complimentary
offprints of the paper after publication. Additional
offprints may be ordered: inquiries should be addressed
directly to Butterworth Scientific Ltd., not to the Editor.

Manuscripts will be accepted on the understanding that
their content is original and that the manuscript has not
been submitted for publication elsewhere. However,
papers delivered at conferences and meetings may be
acceptable if they are significantly extended or altered from
their original presentation as a result of further work.





